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Roaring Camp Railroads

In the 1880s, narrow-gauge steam locomotives were used to haul giant redwood logs out
of the mountains. Located in Felton, California, Roaring Camp’s steam engines date from
1890 and are among the oldest and most authentically preserved narrow-gauge steam
engines providing regularly scheduled passenger service in America. Trains travel over
trestles, through towering redwood groves and up a winding narrow-gauge grade to the
summit of Bear Mountain as conductors narrate the history of Roaring Camp, the railroad
and the forest!

Sonora Shay

The Sonora Engine #7 is a three-truck, 60-ton Shay engine built in 1911 by Lima
Locomotive Works, factory number 2465. The West Side Lumber Company purchased
the engine from the Butte & Plumas Railroad, where it was engine #4, and renumbered it
#7. After long years of service, it was retired and stood in a county park in Sonora. It was
refurbished to operate in 1977 as engine #7 for the West Side & Cherry Valley Railway,
part of Quality Resorts of America Inc. Purchased by Roaring Camp in 1985, the engine
was retained as #7 and nicknamed “Sonora,” in honor of its gloried past. The “Sonora” is
one of only 83 Shays left in North America, and one of the few fully operational Shay
engines in existence today.
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