




Families Youth and Prevention Subcommittee 

DRAFT Objectives for 2026 

 

Guiding principles underlying all objectives 

Our work is grounded in equity, dignity, harm reduction, and prevention, and is led by the voices 
and expertise of people with lived experience of incarceration and family separation. In 
partnership with county and justice-system collaborators, we commit to learning together, 
identifying and removing barriers to family connection, and advocating for systems that protect 
relationships, center on children, and support families to remain connected during incarceration 
and beyond. 

 

We believe that strong, sustained relationships between children, parents, families, and trusted 
supports are essential to healing, and preventing the family’s future system involvement. 

 

Objectives  

 

Objective 1: Identify and Reduce Barriers to Family Visitation 

By December 2026, in collaboration with women who are incarcerated and system partners 
(County Jail, FCS, law enforcement, and community providers), identify and document the top 
barriers to family visitation for incarcerated women, and advance at least three actionable 
recommendations to reduce those barriers, with a focus on equity, trauma reduction, and family-
centered practices. 

Success looks like: 

 A shared, cross-system understanding of visitation barriers 
 Clear recommendations that partners agree to explore or pilot 
 Improved alignment between policy and lived experience 

 

Objective 2: Strengthen System Knowledge of Family Support Needs 



By December 2026, work with system partners to increase shared understanding of the supports 
families and incarcerated women need to maintain connection, including emotional, logistical, 
therapeutic, and financial supports, and integrate these insights into at least two policy changing 
discussions. 

 

Success looks like: 

 Increased cross-system awareness of family needs 
 Family connection viewed as part of prevention and reentry 
 Supports framed as investments, not exceptions 

 

Objective 3: Support Every Incarcerated Woman to have Least One Supportive, Trusted 
Relationship Natural Support 

By December 2026, collaborate with system partners to establish a process for identifying and 
strengthening at least one  natural support (family member, trusted adult, or community 
connection) for incarcerated women, recognizing this connection as a key protective factor for 
children and families. 

Or  

By December 2026, collaborate with system partners to establish a process for idenƟfying and 
strengthening at least one supporƟve, trusted relaƟonship for incarcerated women, such as a 
family member or community connecƟon, acknowledging the role of sustained support in 
protecƟng children and strengthening families. 

Success looks like: 

 Family or natural supports intentionally identified and supported 
 Having at least one supportive, trusted relationship 
 Reduced isolation during incarceration 
 Stronger continuity of relationships for children 

 

 


