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Notice of Exemption YY~101020725 - [S5~ Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): / Q(? ”Q\S—
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 San Lorenzo Valley Water District

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of; Santa Cruz (Address) CLEE
701 Ocean Street, Room 520

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 0CT 19 205

13060 CA-9 Boulder Creek, CA 95006... . ...

Project Title: Echo Tank Replacement Project

Project Applicant: San Lorenzo Valley Water District

Project Location - Specific:
South of Echo Lane, east of Highway 9, the community of Boulder Creek

Project Location - City: _Boulder Creek (unincorp) - project Location - County: _Santa Cruz

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Replacement of 2 temporary polyethylene water tanks and one original redwood tank, with larger fire-resistant steel tank that provides
increased water supply storage capacity and fire flows for the existing service area, with no expansion of service, to address ongoing
drought and fire risk. The redwood tank would be removed prior to construction and the polyethelene tanks would be removed after.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: 92N Lorenzo Valley Water District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Chris Klier

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[0 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 1526%(a));
X Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
0 Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
0 Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The Emergency Project Statutory Exemption 15269(c) applies to this project because the project is being undertaken to
prepare for and mitigate future emergencies similar to those that have occurred in the project vicinity in the past five
years. In 2020, the CZU Lightning fire resulted in a declared emergency, and in 2021, a statewide emergency was
declared due to drought (attached). The Exemption applies to projects that address events that have a reasonable
probability of happening in the short-term.

Lead Agency . .
Contact Person: _Chris Klier Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 831-430-4638

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature: W 2 Date: | ¥/4/2928 1o Ervironneats( Progfoms Mansper

» Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Receiv for fmng at)OPR
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Publsc‘ﬁe{eg\gmy&gﬂ%&& REE pO ﬂ'ﬂ”f i zm;\
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PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY

WHEREAS beginning on August 14, 2020, an Exireme Heat Event
struck Californio and surrounding Western states, causing record-breaking
temperatures and Red Flag Warnings throughout California; and

WHEREAS on August 16, 2020, t procla d State of Emergency o
exist in California due to the Extreme Heat B elale!

WHEREAS In addition to the fire conditions being exacerbated by
exirermne temperatures, the weather evant has resulted In widespread
lightning strikes, sparking fires throughout the state; and

WHEREAS fhere are cun em‘y hundreds of fires actively buming
during these ﬂxfrmwe weaather conditions throughout Cal xc)maa, W ‘n ch
nave collectively burmned tens of thousands of geres; and

WHEREAS the number of fires actively buming statewide, as N@” s
throughout other Westem <$cﬂes has resulled in a strain on Califo
mutual aid system, making It increasingly difficul! for jurisdictions
the necessary in-state c:md out-of-siate firefighting resources fo respond 1o
these fires; and

WHEREAS several of these fires, including the River Fire in Monterey
County, the Jones Fire in Nevada County, and the Gamble Fire, Hennessy
Fire, and ofher nearby fires {collectively referred to as the “LNU Lightning
Complex Fire"} in Napa Caum‘v have rapidly spread, d ﬁs“oy ing or
threatening homes and critical infrastruciure, and forcing | >vacuations
of thousands of residents; and

WHEREAS the Federal Emergency Management Agency has
Czppr@v@d multiple Fire Management Assistant Grants 1o assist with the
mitigation, management, and control of the River Fire, the Jones Fire, and
me LNU Lightning Complex Fire; and

WHEREAS extremely high ?empero” res and dry conditions are
axpected fo continue, wh;m will further increase the spread Q?‘fres
statewide and likely result in additional wildfires, further exacerbating the
current wildfire situation in California; and

WHEREAS local and state regional emergency operations centers
have been activated: and

WHEREAS under the provisions of Govermnment Code section
}. Hind that condltions of extreme peril 1o the safely of persons and
oroperty exist due 1o fires statewide; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of Gov@n‘“ﬂ@m Code section
8558{b}, | find that the conditions caused by fires, by reason of thelr
magnifude, are or are likely o be beyond h@ conirol of the services,
penonnel, equipment, and facilities of any single local government and




raguire the combined forces of a mu
opropriately respond; and

gion orregions fo

Q

:

WHEREAS uy wcj the p ovisions of Government Code saction
8625(c), Hind that local quthority is inadeqguate 1o cope with
magnitude of the smmcsge caused by these fires; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code saection 857
find that strict compliance with varous statutes and regulations specifi f“ﬁ
i this order would prevent, hinder, or delay the mifigation of the effects of
fires statewide.

%\it}w THEREFORE, |, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the Siate of
California, In gceordance with the authority vested in me by the State
Coi;s‘;’nu,se.ﬂ and statutes, including the Cafifornia Emergency Services
Act and in particular, Govern ﬂwm \,D{}@ section 8425, HEREBY PROCLAIM
A STATE OF EMERGENCY fo exist in California due to fires burning
statewide.

IT15 HEREBY QRDERED THAT:

L. Al agencies of the state government utilize and employ state
personnel, eqguipment, and facilifies for the performance of any
and all activities consistent with the direction of the Governor's
Office of Emergency Services {CalOES) and the State
Ermergency Plan. Also, 1o protect their safety, all residents are to
obey the direction of emergency officials with regard 1o this
emergency in order to protect their sofety.
CalGES shall provide local government assistance to local
governments, if appropriate, under the authority of the Californio
Disaster Assistance Act, Government Code section 8480 ef seq.,
and California Code of Regulations, Title 19, section 2900 e seq.
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3. As necessary to assist local govermnments and for the protection
of public health and safely, public and private property, and the
envircnment, state agencies shall enfer into contracts to arrange
for the procurement of materials, goods, equipment, and
services necessary to quickly assist with the response to and
recovery from ?he impacts of these fires. Applicable provisions of
the Government Code and the Public Confract Code, includin
out not limited to fravel, advertising, and competitive bidding
requirements, are susmem@ed to the extent necessary fo addrass
the effects of these fires.

4. The Cdlifornia National Guar d 's reby mobilized under Military
and Veterans Code saction 146 to support disaster response and

relief efforts, as directed b\/ Ca OE;, and fo coordinate with all
relevant state agencies and state and local emergency
respondars and low enforcement within the impacted areas.
Sections 147 and 188 of the Military and Veterans Code are
applicable during the period of participation in this mission
exermpling the California Military Department from applicable
procurement rules for specified emergency purchases, and
fhose rules are hereby suspended,
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The provisions of Unamployment Insurance Code section 1253
imposing o one Wi,t,k sweting :a eriod for unemployment
insurance applicants are sus p ded as to alt applicants who are
unemploved as ¢ direct result )f these fires who applied for
unemployment insuran b nefits c%w ng the time period
beginning August 14, 202 cmd ending on the close of business
on February 14, 2021, and who are om&;w« ise eligible for
unemployment insurance benefits,

Vehicle Code sections 9265{a;, 9847, 14901, 14902, and 15255,
requinng the impaosition of certain fess, are suspendﬁd with
regard fo any request for replacement of a driver's identificatic

card, vehicle regisiration ceriificate, or certificate of title, by any
individual who lost such records as a result of these fires. Such
records shall be reploced without charge.

The provisions of Vehicle Code sections 4602 and 5902, requiring
the timely registration or transfer of title are suspended with
regard fo any registration or transfer of fitle by any resident who
is unable fo comply with those requirements as a result of these
fires. The fime covered by this suspension shall not be included in
calculating any late penalty pursuant to Vehicle Code section
9554,

Health and Safety Code sections 1035258.5 and 1034825, and
Penal Code section 14251, requiring the impaosition of fees are
hereby suspended with regard to any request for copies of
certificates of birth, death, mariage, and dissolution of marriage
records, by any individuagi wh@ lost such records as a result of
these fires. Such copies shall be provided without charge.

in order fo directly respond to the needs of impacted assisted
living facilifies, adult residential facilifies, child care facilities,
children’s residential facilities, resource family homes, and other
similar facilities within the State Department of Social Services'
jurisdiction, the Director of the State Department of Secial
Services may waive any provisions of the Health and Safety
Code or Welfare and Institutions Code, and accompanying
regulations or written directives, with respect fo #he use,
licensing, or approval o* facilities or homes within
Department’s jurisdiction set forth in the California chmuz’z'%y
Care Facilities Act [Heal th and Safety Code section 1500 et
seq.), the California Child Day Care 1~0u. fies Act {Health and
Safety Code seciio 15% 70 et seq.), and the California
Residential Care Facilities for the :ides’iy Act (Health and Safety
Code S@C?!Oﬂ 569 et seq.). Any waivers granfed pursuant o this
paragraph shall be posted on the Department’s website and
shall only be in effact so long as necessary 1o address the direct
impacts of these fires.

in order fo ensure hospitals, clinics, and other healith facifities

remain open, the Director of the Department of Public He @im
may wdve any of the licensing reguirerments of Chapters 1 and
2 of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code and
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50 fong as necessary fo address the direct impacts of these fires.

| FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this
proclomation be filed in the Office « %‘he Secretary of § T
widespread publicity and not iven of this prociaomation.
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N WITNESS WHEREOF I h

raunto set my hand Qr\d saused
mm Great Seal of the State of
Califormnia to be affixked this 18th day
of Auguat 2020.

‘"5'

; / " . 7
I b%w &WSQW
Govemor of Calfornia

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State




EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY

WHEREAS climate change is intensifying the impacts of droughts on our
communities, environment, and economy, and California is in a second
consecutive year of dry conditions, resulting in drought or near-drought
throughout many peortions of the State; and

WHEREAS recent warm temperatures and exitremely dry soils have further
depleted the expected runoff water from the Sierra-Cascade snowpack,
resulting in o historic and unanticipated estimated reduction of 500,000 acre
feet of water - or the equivalent of supplying water for up to one million
households for one year — from reservoirs and stream systems, especially in the
Klamath River, Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, and Tulare Lake Watersheds;
and

WHEREAS the extreme drought conditfions through much of the State
present urgent challenges, including the risk of water shortages in communities,
greatly increased wildfire activity, diminished water for agricultural production,
degraded habitat for many fish and wildlife species, threat of saltwater
contamination of large fresh water supplies conveyed through the Sacramento-
San Jogguin Delta, and additional water scarcity if drought conditions continue
into next year; and

WHEREAS Californians have saved water through conservation efforts, with
urban water use approximately 16% below where it was at the start of the last
drought years, and | encourage all Californians to underiake actions to further
eliminate wasteful water practices and conserve water; and

WHEREAS on April 21, 2021, tissued a proclamation directing state
agencies to take immediate action 1o bolster drought resilience and prepare for
impacts on communities, businesses, and ecosystems, and proclaiming o State
of Emergency to exist in Mendocino aond Sonoma counties due 1o severe
drought conditions in the Russian River Walershed; and

WHEREAS additional expedited actions are now needed in the Klamath
River, Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, and Tulare Lake Watersheds; and

WHEREAS it is necessary to expeditiously mitigate the effects of the
drought conditions within the Klamath River Watershed Counties (Del Norte,
Humboldt, Modoc, Siskiyou, and Trinity counties), the Sacramento-San Joaguin
Delta Watershed Counfies {Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa,
Conira Costag, £l Dorado, Fresno, Glenn, Loke, Lassen, Madera, Mariposa,
Merced, Modoc, Napa, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, San Benito, San
Joaquin, Shasta, Sierra, Siskivou, Solano, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity,
Tuolumne, Yolo, and Yuba counties), and the Tulare Lake Watershed Counties
{Fresno, Kern, Kings, and Tulare counties) to ensure the protection of health,
safety, and the environment; and

WHEREAS under Government Code Section 8558(b), | find that the
conditions caused by the drought conditions, by reason of their magnitude, are
or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and
facilities of any single local government and require the combined forces of a
mutual aid region or regions to appropriately respond; and




WHEREAS under Government Code Section 8625(c), i find that local
authority is inadequate to cope with the drought conditions; and

WHEREAS fo protect public nealth and safety, it is critical the State take
certain immediate actions without undue delay to prepare for and mitigate the
effects of, the drought conditions statewide, and under Govermnment Code
Section 8571, | find that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations
specified in this proclamation would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of
the effects of the drought conditions in the Klamath River, Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta, and Tulare Lake Watershed Counties.

NOW THEREFORE, 1, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, in
accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and
statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular,
Section 8625, HEREBY PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY to exist in the Kiamath
River, Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, and Tulare Lake Watershed Counties due
to drought.

iT1S HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The orders and provisions contained in my April 21, 2021 Proclamation
remain in full force and effect, except as modified. State agencies
shall continue to implement all directions from that proclamation and
accelerate implementation where feasible.

2. To ensure that equipment and services necessary for drought response
can be procured quickly, the provisions of the Government Code and
the Public Coniract Code applicable to procurement, state contracts,
and fleet assets, including, but not limited o, advertising and
competitive bidding requirements, are hereby suspended to the extent
necessary to address the effects of the drought in the Klamath River,
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, and Tulare Lake Watershed Counties.
Approval of the Department of Finance is required prior to the
execution of any contract entered into pursuant fo this provision.

3. To support voluntary approaches where hydrology and other
conditions allow, the Department of Water Resources and the State
Water Resources Conirol Board (Water Board) shall expeditiously
consider requests to move water, where appropriate, to areas of need,
including requests involving voluntary water transfers, forbearance
agreements, water exchanges, or other means. Specifically, the
Department of Water Resources and Water Board shall prioritize
fransfers that retain g higher percentage of water in upstream
reservoirs on the Sacramento, Feather, and American Rivers for release
later in the vear. If necessary, the Department of Water Resources shall
request that the Water Board consider changes to water rights permits
to enable such voluntary movements of water. For actions taken in the
Klamath River and Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Watershed Counties
pursuant fo this paragraph, the following requirements of the Water
Code are suspended:

a. Section 1726{d) requiremenits for written notice and newspaper
publication, provided that the Water Board shall post notice on
its website and provide notice through elechonic subscription
services where interested persons can request information about
temporary changes; and




b. Section 1726{f) requirement of a 30-day comment period,
provided that the Water Board shall offord o 15-day comment
period.

4. To ensure adeqguate, minimal water supplies for purposes of health,
safety, and the environment, the Water Board shall consider modifying
requirements for reservoir releases or diversion limitations—including
where existing requirements were established fo implement o water
quality control plan—to conserve water upstream later in the year in
order to protect cold water pools for salmon and steelhead, improve
water quality, protect camy over storage, or ensure minimum health
and safety water supplies. The Water Board shall require monitoring
and evaluation of any such changes to inform future actions. For
actions taken in the Sacromento-San Joaquin Delia Watershed
Counties pursuant to this paragraph, Water Code Section 13247 is
suspended.

5. To ensure protection of water needed for health, safety, and the
environment in the Klamath River and Sacramento-3an Joaquin Delta
Watershed Counties, the Water Board shall consider emergency
regulations to curtail water diversions when water is not available at
water right holders’ priority of right or 1o protect releases of stored
water. The Department of Water Resources shall provide technical
assistance fo the Water Board that may be needed fo develop
appropriate water accounting for these purposes in the Sacromento-
San Joaguin Delta Watershed.

6. To ensure crifical instream flows for species protection in the Klamath
River and Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Watersheds, the Water
Boord and Department of Fish and Wildlife shall evaluate the minimum
instream flows and other actions needed to protect saimon, steelhead,
and other native fishes in critical streams systems in the State and work
with water users and other parlies on voluntary measures 1o implement
those actions. To the extent voluntary actions are not sufficient, the
Water Board, in coordination with the Department of Fish and Wildiife,
shall consider emergency regulations to establish minimum drought
instream flows.

7. Operative paragraph 4 of my April 21, 2021 Proclamation is withdrawn
and superseded by the foliowing, which shall apply to the Russian River
Watershed identified in my April 21, 2021 Proclamation as well as the
Klamath River, Sacramento-San Joaguin Delta, and Tulare Lake
Watershed Counties:

To prioritize drought response and preparedness resources, the
Department of Water Resources, the Water Board, the Department of
Fish and Wildlife, and the Depariment of Food and Agricutture, in
consultation with the Department of Finance, shall:

a. Accelerate funding for water supply enhancement, water
conservation, or species conservation projects.
b. identity unspent funds that can be repurposed to enable

projects to address drought impacts to people, ecosystems, and
economic activifies.

C. Recommend additional financial support for groundwater
substitution pumping to support Pacific flyway habitat needs in
the lower Sacramento River and Feather River portions of the
Central Valley in the Fall of 2021.




8.

Consistent with operative paragraph 13 of my April 21, 2021
Procliamation, the Department of Water Resources shall fake actions, if
necessary, to implement plans that address potential Delta salinity
issues. Such actions may include, among other things, the installation
and removal of, Emergency Drought Salinity Barriers at locations within
the Sacramento-San Joaaquin Delta Estuary. These barriers shall be
designed to conserve water for use later in the year 1o meet state and
federal Endangered Species Act requirements, preserve 1o the extent
possible water quality in the Delta, and retain water supply for human
health and safety uses. The Water Board and the Department of Fish
and Wildlife shall immediately consider any necessary regulatory
approvals needed to install Emergency Drought Salinity Barriers. For
actions taken pursuant o this paragraph, Section 13247 and the
provisions of Chapter 3 [commencing with Section 85225) of Part 3 of
Division 35 of the Water Code are suspended.

. To support the movement of water from areas of relative plenty o

areas of relative scarcity in the Sacramento-San Joagquin Delta and
Tulare Lake Watershed Counties, the Department of Water Resources
shall expedite the consideration and, where appropriate, the
implementation of pump-back delivery of water through the State
Water Project on behalf of local water agencies.

10.To proactively prevent situations where o community runs out of
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drinking water, the Water Board, the Department of Water Resources,
the Office of Emergency Services, and the Office of Planning and
Research shall assist local agencies in identifying acute drinking water
shortages in domestic water supplies, and shall work with local
agencies in implementing solutions to those water shortages.

.For purposes of carrying out or approving any actions contemplated

by the directives in operative paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9, the
environmenial review by stote agencies required by the California
Environmental Quality Act in Public Resources Code, Division 13
{commencing with Section 21000} and regulations adopted pursuant
to that Division are hereby suspended to the extent necessary 1o
address the impacts of the drought in the Klamath River, Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta and Tulare Lake Watershed Counties. For purposes
of carnrying out the directive in operative paragraph 10, for any {a)
actions taken by the listed state agencies pursuant to that directive,
{b} actions taken by ¢ local agency where the Office of Planning and
Research concurs that local action is required, and {c) permits
necessary to cany out actions under {a} or {b}, Public Resources Code,
Division 13 {commencing with Section 21000} and regulations adopted
pursuant fo that Division are hereby suspended to the extent necessary
to address the impacts of the drought in counties where the Governor
has proclaimed a drought state of emergency. The entities
implementing these directives shall maintain on their websites a list of
all activities or approvals for which these provisions are suspended.

12.7o ensure fransparency in state agency actions, the Water Board and

Department of Water Rescources will maintain on their websites a list of
the activities or approvals by their agencies for which provisions of the
Water Code are suspended under operative paragraphs 3. 4, or 8 of
this proclamation.




13.To ensure that posting and dissemination of information related to
drought emergency activities is not delayed while accessible versions
of that information are being created, Government Code Sections
7405 and 11546.7 are hereby suspended as they pertain to the posting
of materials on state agency websites as part of responding to the
drought emergency, provided that any state agencies failing to satisfy
these code sections shall make and post an accessible version on their
websites as soon as practicable.

This proclamation is not intended to, and does noft, create any rights or
benefits, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the
State of Cdlifornia, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or
any other person.

| FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this proclamation be
filed in the Office of the Secretary of Siate and that widespread publicity and
notice be given of this proclamation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Cdlifornig to be qfﬂxed this 10th day of May 2021,

¢/
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GAVIN'NEWSOM
Governor of Cdlifornia

ATTEST:

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D.
Secretary of State




TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

To: Chris Klier, San Lorenzo Valley Water District

From: Emily Mastrelli and Shahira Ashkar, Harris & Associates
Subject: SLVWD Echo Tank Replacement Project

Date: September 30, 2025

Harris & Associates

Attach: A. Emergency Proclamations

This memorandum provides supporting evidence for the determination that the San Lorenzo Valley Water District
(SLVYWD) Echo Tank Replacement Project (Echo project) is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) in accordance with CEQA Section 21080 (b)(4) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15269(c), Emergency Projects.

Project Background

SLVWD supplies water to approximately 23,700 customers in Santa Cruz County, serving an area of approximately
62 square miles. They currently operate and maintain two water systems, the SLVWD system, which serves
unincorporated areas and several neighborhoods in and adjacent to Scotts Valley, and the SLVYWD-Felton system,
which serves Felton and several nearby neighborhoods.

SLVWD has received grant funding from the California Department of Water Resources — Urban Community
Drought Relief program for Tank Replacement for the Improved Drought Resiliency (IDR) Project. The purpose of
the IDR Project is to protect and increase water supply storage for SLVWD to enhance capacity and fire flows for
the existing service area, with no expansion in service. The Echo project falls under the IDR project and includes
the replacement of two temporary 10,000-gallon polyethylene tanks and one original 25,000-gallon redwood tank
with one 120,000-gallon fire-resistant steel tank. The temporary tanks were installed to replace three original
25,000-gallon redwood tanks, which were leaking and in poor condition. The one remaining original redwood tank
would be removed prior to construction and the polyethylene tanks would be removed following installation of
the new steel tank. The additional capacity would allow for storage in preparation for prolonged drought and
increased capacity for firefighting when wildfires occur.

Project Description

The Echo project would remove the two existing temporary tanks (with totai capacity of 20,000 gallons) and the
one remaining original 25,000-gallon redwood tank and replace them with a single 120,000-gallon fire-resistant
steel tank. The original redwood tank would be removed before construction and the two temporary tanks would
remain in place until the completion of the new steel tank. Afterwards, the temporary tanks, piping (except intake
pipes), and appurtenances would be removed or grouted in place, and the connection to the main capped off. All
asphalt and ground surface would be repaired.

A concrete tank foundation measuring 30 feet in diameter would be installed using drilled pier supports and a
fire-resistant steel tank would be attached to the concrete foundation. Retaining walls would be constructed both
behind and in front of the new tank. The new 120,000-gallon fire-resistant steel tank would connect to existing
intake pipes and include drainage features and pipes. Cut and fill will be required to place the tank on the hillside,
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and several trees may be trimmed along the entrance to the project to fit equipment and construction vehicles.
The new tank facilities would be fenced and gated.

Statutory Exemption (Emergency Projects)

The SLVWD Echo project is being undertaken to replace an existing temporary facility, which includes two
temporary polyethylene tanks and one original redwood tank. The new steel tank would provide additional
capacity to prepare for and mitigate future emergencies, like those that have occurred in the project area in the
past five years and is not intended to provide additional service capacity. Therefore, it falls under the description
of an emergency project in CEQA Guidelines Section 15269.

The project is in an area that was designated a disaster-stricken area due to the San Mateo-Santa Cruz Unit (CZU)
Lightning Fire in 2020 (FEMA Disaster FM-5226-CA). Additionally, in October of 2021, the Governor of California
declared a statewide emergency related to a prolonged drought (Attachment A, Emergency Proclamations).

CEQA Guidelines Section 15269 addresses Statutory Exemptions for Emergency Projects. CEQA Guidelines Section
15269(c) exempts “specific actions taken to prevent or mitigate an emergency” from the requirements of CEQA.
The exemption does not apply to long-term projects for the purpose of preventing or mitigating a situation that
have a low probability of occurring in the short term. Previous drought and fire conditions indicate that these are
ongoing risks for the project area, are not of low probability, and may occur at any time.

Unlike Categorical Exemptions (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300 to 15332), no exceptions are enumerated for
Statutory Exemptions for Emergency Projects. In evaluating the application of a Categorical Exemption to a
project, CEQA requires that exemptions be considered. These include impacts on scenic highways, hazardous
waste sites, and historical resources, and cumulative impacts. In some cases, the location of the project must also
be considered to ensure that they are not affecting an environmentally sensitive area. Because these projects
meet the criteria for the Statutory Exemption for Emergency Projects, it is not necessary to address these issues
under CEQA.

Technical Studies to Mitigate Potential Impacts to Resources

Although not required by CEQA, technical studies addressing biological and cultural resources are underway to
identify mitigation for potential impacts on resources.



Attachment A. Emergency Proclamations
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